Fly Rig Setup - Knots

1. What knot is used to tie the backing to the reel spool? 


Pass the backing around the spool twice then tie a uni-knot (5 turns) around the standing line, tighten uni-knot on standing line, then slide knot up to spool.
Alternative: Use an arbour knot.


2. What knot is used to tie the backing to the fly line? 


For floating lines use two nail knots spaced 2-3" apart when using dacron backing.  The easiest way to tie the nail knots is to use the "tie-fast knot tier" tool. When using gel spun backing use an albright knot with a dab of CA superglue (Zap-A-Gap or Fisherman's Glue). For clear lines and full sinking lines use an albright knot with superglue for both dacron and gel spun backing. 

Some people will make a giant loop at the end of backing and a small loop at the end of the fly line. This allows them to quickly change out full fly lines by passing a coiled fly line through the giant loop at the end of the backing. 

3. What knot is used to tie the fly line to the leader?

Either a nail knot, nail-less nail-knot, or braided loop connectors. 


4. What knot is used to tie the leader to tippet? 


A) Use the Uni-knot with tippet rings. 
B) Another knot is the Davy knot since it's quicker. 
C) Another knot is the Orvis Tippet knot. 
D) Some shops recommend the double surgeon’s knot for mono to mono. For connecting mono to fluorocarbon the triple surgeon's knot is required.  A double surgeons will not hold when connecting fluorocarbon to mono. 

5. What knot is used to tie on the fly? 


Tippet to fly with either a Trilene Knot (for any tippet size) or a Davy Knot (for lighter tippets 3x-8x), or non-slip mono loop knot (for when you want extra movement of the fly). 
Note: The improved clinch knot is not recommended since it only has 60% knot strength. 
