
The Ausable River

Adirondack Mountains 
New York State

Presented to the Algonkin Fly Fishers on Apr 14, 2005
by Lew Ricker & Paul Ricker



A Map of the Ausable River



Ausable’s Characteristics
1. One of NY State’s Premier Trout Waters 

2. Diversity Includes Miles of Fast Tumbling Pocket 
Water & Long Stretches of Deep Runs

3. Good Hatches
4. Cool Summer Temperatures
5. Excellent for Fly Fishing

6. Three Sections - East Branch, West Branch & the 
Main River below the junction at Ausable Forks 
(to Lake Champlain)



West Branch Ausable River
• 35 miles of trout water (up to 8 pounds)
• 6.5 miles of “no kill” catch-&-release year round 

(2 sections)
• Mostly boulder-strewn pocket water
• Also slower waters with typical riffles, runs & 

pools (upper 4 miles along River Rd & Rte.86)
• Stocked (20,000) & some wild brown trout
• Some stocked rainbows (4,300)
• Wild brook trout in upper reaches & tributaries
• Abundant hatches of Caddis, Mayflies & 

Stoneflies 



East Branch Ausable River

• 15 miles of trout water 

• Prime fly fishing between villages of Keene 
Valley & Jay, and the gorge below Hulls Falls, off 
Route 69

• Prone to summer warming
• Stocked browns & rainbows (5,000 each)

• County adds 2,200 two-year old rainbows 



Main Branch Ausable River

• Wider and shallower than the upstream branches

• Stocking program of browns and rainbows
• Find good structure and/or pocket water

• Can use canoes & kayaks below Clintonville 
where smallmouth bass available

• Spring & Fall runs of landlocked salmon in 3 
miles below Ausable Chasm using streamers 
(limited access) 



Ausable Tributaries

Feeders downstream of Wilmington

(wild brookies and some stocked)
1. White Brook (Route 19)

2. Beaver Brook (Rte 86, Hardy Kilburn Rd)
3. Pettigrew Brook (Rte 12, John Bliss Rd)

4. Black Brook & Little Black Brook (Rte12)
5. Big Brown Brook (Rtes 12 & 19)



Fly Recommendations
• Early in the season with high water

– Big stonefly nymphs & streamers such as 
Woolly Buggers, leeches & white or black 
Zonkers

• Later in season
– Smaller nymphs & wet & dry flies such as 

Wulff & Haystack patterns, Elk Hair Caddis, 
Yellow Sally stonefly, Black Ghost streamer

• Green Drake (June)
• Isonychia mayflies (August & September)



Local Fly Patterns

Ausable River Sport Shop
• Ausable Ugly (nymph)

• Beaded Muskie (nymph)

Adirondack Sport Shop
• Muskrat Beadhead (nymph) 

• Ausable Bomber (dry)



Recommended Equipment

• 5/6 Weight rod & line

• Sinking tip line & leader in Spring
• Floating line & leader

• Waders & felt sole boots
• Polarized sunglasses

• Wading staff



Fishing Techniques

Pocket Water

• Short casts (max 20’ incl. rod)
• Avoid casting across multiple current lines

• Drag-free drift with nymphs
• Strip across current with streamers

• Work your way upstream 



Fly Fishing Shops
• Ausable River Sport Shop(Kevin Henebry) 

Route 86, At the bridge, Wilmington, 
www.ausableriversportshop.com

• Adirondack Sport Shop (Fran Betters), Route 
86, Wilmington, www.adirondackflyfishing.com 

• Hungry Trout Fly Shop, Route 86, Whiteface, 
www.hungrytrout.com

• Jones Outfitters, 331 Main St., Lake Placid,  
www.jonesoutfitters.com

• Blue Line Sport Shop, 82 Main Street, Saranac 
Lake, 
www.verizonsupersite.com/bluelinesportshopcom 


